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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

"relating to interference with the duties of a public health

professionalf providing a criminal penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SE-CTION 1. Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, is amended to read
as follows:

(a)- A person commits an offensé if the person with criminal
negligence interrupts, disrupfs, impedes, or otherWise interferes
with: | | -

(1) a peacé officer while the -peace officer is
performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted by
law;

(2) a person who is employed fo provide efnergency
medical services including the transportation of ill or injured
persons while the person is performing that duty;

(3') a fire fighter_, while the fire fighter is_ fighting
a fire or investigéting the cause of a fire;

(4) an animal under the supervision of a peace
officer, corrections officer, or jailer, if the persoh knows the
animal is being used for law enforcement, corrections, prison or
jail security, or investigative purposes; 4 |

(5) the transmission of a communication over a
citizen's band radio channel, the purpose of which communication is

to inform or inquire about an emergency; [e%]
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(6) an officer with responéibility for animal control
in a county or municipality, while the officér is performing a duty
or exercising authority imposed or granted under Chapter 821 or
822, Health and Safety Code; or

(7) a person with responsibility for assessing,

enacting, or enforcing public heélth, environmental, or safety

measures in a county or municipality while the person is performing

a dﬁty or exercising authority imposed or granted under Chapter 81,

121, 341, 343, 344, 361, 365, 366, 382, 431, 432, 433, 437, or 438,

Health and Safety Code, or Chapter 7 or 26, Watexr Code.

SECTION 2. The change. in law made by this Act applies only
to an offense committed on or éffer the effective date of this Act.
An offense committed before the effective dafé of this Act' is
covered by the law in effect when the offense was commifted, and the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of
this section, an offense was committed before the effective date of
this Act if any element of'the offense was committed before'that
date. |

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2007.

80R2491 ABC-F = - 2
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- HOUSE
COMMITTEE REPORT

1 Printing

By: Woolley H.B. No. 2703
Substitute the following for H.B. No. 2703:

By: Pena : ' C.S.H.B. No. 2703

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT !
relating to interference with the duties of a public health
professional; providing a criminal penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE iEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, is amended to read
as follows:

(a) A person commits an offense if the person with criminal
negligence interrupts, disrupts, impedes, or otherwise interferes
with: ' y

(1) a peace officer while the peace officer 1is
performing a dufy or exercising authorityLimposed or granted by
law;

(2) a person who is employed to provide emergency
medical services including the transportation of ill or injured
persons while the person is performing that 9uty;

(3) a fire fighter, while the fire fighter is fighting
a fire or investigating the cause of a fire;

(4) an animal under the subervision of a peace
officer, corréctions offi&er, or jailer, if the person knows the
animal is being used for law enforcement, corrections, prison or
jail security, or inveétigative purposes;

(5) the transmission of a communication over a

‘citizen's band radio channel, the purpose of which communication is

to inform or ingquire about an emergency; [e¥]
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C.S.H.B. No. 2703

(6) an officer with responsibility for animal control

in a county or municipality, while the officer is performing a duty

or exercising authority imposed or granted under Chapter 821 or
822, Health and Safety Code; or

(7) a person with 1responsibility for assessing,

enacting, or enforcing public health, environmental, radiation, or

safety measures for the state or a county or municipality while the

person is performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or

granted under the Agriculture Code, Health and Safety Code,

Occupations Code, or Water Code.

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only
to an offense committed on or after the effective date of this Act.
An offense committed before the effective date of this Act is
covered by the law in effect when the offense was committed, énd the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of
this section, an offense was committed before the effective date of
this Act if any element of the offense was committed before that
date.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2007.



COMMITTEE REPORT 41807

The Honorable Tom Craddick

Speaker of the House of Representatives ) (date)

Sir: A

We, your COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE _

to whom was referred HE 210% have had the same under consideration and beg to report

back with the recommendation that it

( ) do pass, without amendment.
( ) do pass, with amendment(s).
( X} do pass and be not printed; a Complete Committee Substitute is recommended in lieu of the original measure.

( )0 yes ( )no A fiscal note was requested. ,
()(j yes ( ) no Acriminal justice policy impact statement was requested. :
( ) yes (X) no An equalized educational funding impact statement was requested.
() yés (X} no An actuarial analysis was requested.
() yes (X) no A water development policy impact statement was requested.
() yes ()6 no Atax equity note was requested.
( ) The Committee recommends that this measure be sent to the Committee on rl,.ocal and Consent Calendars.

For Senate Measures: House Sponsor

Joint Sponsors: / i /

Co-Sponsors:

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote: N
‘ AYE : NAY PNV ABSENT

Pefa, Chair
Vaught, Vice-Chair
Riddle, CBO
Moreno

%

Talton

Hodge

Escobar

Pierson

SRS

Mallory Caraway

Total ’\ aye

na -
8 y , cHajk
present, not voting

-—L absent -




BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 2703

By: Woolley

Criminal Jurisprudence
Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

County, municipal and state public health professionals carry out a variety of public duties that
are mandated or authorized by Texas statute. For example, environmental, public health and
safety inspectors assess compliance with statutes regarding food safety, drinking water, surface
water, air quality, sanitation and neighborhood nuisance as described in Chapters 341 and 343 of
the Texas Health and Safety Code. Disease control personnel carry out measures authorized by
Chapter 81 of the Health and Safety Code, such as managing patients with tuberculosis.
Mosquito control personnel carry out community inspection, nuisance abatement and mosquito
control activities as described in Chapter 344 of the Texas Health and Safety Code.

Due to the nature of these tasks, which include entering private businesses, homes and property
to conduct inspections and assessments, respond to citizen complaints, issue penalties, carry out
disease control measures and abate nuisances, public health professionals sometimes face hostile
and dangerous situations. C.S.H.B. 2703 creates an offense if a person interferes with the duties
of a person with responsibilities for assessing, enacting, or enforcing public health,
environmental, radiation, or safety measures for the state or a county or municipality.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking
authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution.

ANALYSIS

Committee Substitute to House Bill 2703 amends Section 38.15, Penal Code, to provide that a
person commits an offense if the person with criminal negligence interrupts, disrupts, impedes,
or otherwise interferes with a person with responsibility for assessing, enacting, or enforcing
public health, environmental, radiation, or safety measures for the state, a county, or a
municipality while that person is performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted
under the Agriculture Code, Health and Safety Code, Occupations Code, or Water Code. Makes
application of this Act prospective.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2007.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The substitute provides that a person commits an offense if the person with criminal negligence
interrupts, disrupts, impedes, or otherwise interferes with a person with responsibility for
assessing, enacting, or enforcing public health, environmental, radiation, or safety measures for
the state, a county, or a municipality while that person is performing a duty or exercising
authority imposed or granted under the Agriculture Code, Health and Safety Code, Occupations
Code, or Water Code. The original included a person with responsibility for assessing, enacting,
or enforcing public health, environmental, or safety measures in a county or municipality while
the person is performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted under Chapter 81,
121, 341, 343, 344, 361, 365, 366, 382, 431, 432, 433, 437, or 438, Health and Safety Code, or
Chapter 7 or 26, Water Code.

C.S.H.B. 2703 80(R)



SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTION

HB 2703

April 17,2007  8:00 AM

Considered in public hearing _
Testimony taken in committee (See attached witness list.)
Left pending in committee

Apnl 18, 2007 dpon final adjourn./recess

Considered in formal meeting
Committee substitute considered in committee
Reported favorably as substituted

7/



HB 2703

WITNESS LIST

HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
Criminal Jurisprudence Committee

April 17,2007 - 8:00 AM

For:

Love, Elizabeth (Harris County Public Health and Environmental Service)

Registering, but not testifying:

For:

Acevedo, Julie (Texas Fire Chiefs)

Elizondo, Marcel (Texas Environmental Health Association)
Lane, Lee (Texas Association of Local Health Officials)
Mendez, Mark (Tarrant County)

Pali, Terri (Texas Public Health Association)

Siebert, Bill (Texas Restaurant Association)

Urban, John Paul (Harris County)



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 20, 2007
TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Cﬁair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interfering with the duties of a public health professional,
providing a criminal penalty. ), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, by adding to the list of actions that constitute an
offense of obstructing governmental operation the act of interfering with a state, county, or
municipal public health official while that person is performing their duties.

The bill would apply only to an offense committed on or after the effective date of the bill, which
would be September 1, 2007.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, ES, DB



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 15, 2007
TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interference with the duties of a public health professional,
providing a criminal penalty.), As Introduced

t

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill:.would amend Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, by addi_f_lg to the list of actions that constifute an
offense of obstructing governmental operation the act of interfering with a county or municipal public
health official while that person is performing their duties.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, ES, DB
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT

80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

April 22, 2007
TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interfering with the duties of a public health professional;
providing a criminal penalty. ), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

No significant impact on the programs and workload of state corrections agencies or on the demand
for resources and services of those agencies is anticipated from any provisions of this bill that
authorize or require a change in the sanctions applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, GG

pott (o



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT
80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 12,2007
TO: anorable Aaron Pena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interference with the duties of a public health professional;
providing a criminal penalty.), As Introduced

No significant impact on the programs and workload of state corrections agencies or on the demand
for resources and services of those agencies is anticipated from any provisions of this bill that
authorize or require a change in the sanctions applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, GG
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By:

ADOPTED

Substitute the/f 4§w\1ig for ﬁB ?/@.'
By: }ZKJQﬂL

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED -

AN ACT

relating to interference w1th the dutles'of a publlc health:

professional; prov1d1ng a criminal penalty. B
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS.
SECTION 1. Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, is amended to read
aé foilows: | | G | o
(a) A péréon.comits. an offense if t'r,iegpersoh with cr-iminal'

negligence interrupts, disrupts, impedes, or otherwise interferes

. with:

(1) a ‘peace officer while the peace officer 1s

performlng a duty ox exer0151ng authorlty 1mposed ox granted by

law;

(2) a péfson who is ‘employéd to prbvide ‘emergency
medical services including the transportation of ill or injured
persons while the person is performing that éuty;" . |

(3) a fire fighter, while the flre flghter is flghtlng
a fire or 1nvest1gat1ng the cause of a fire; . -

(4) an animal under. the supeﬂrvi‘sion o.f‘ a | peace

officer, corrections officer, or jailer, if the person knows the

animal is being used for law enforcement, -corrections, prison or

.

- jail security, or investigative purposes;

(5) the transmission of a .communication over a
citizen's band radio channel, the purpose of which communication is

to inform or inquire about an emergency; [e¥]

80R15523 ABC-D * - | 1
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(6) an officer with responsibility for animal control
in a county or municipality, while the officer is performing a duty
or exercising authority. imposed or granted under Chapter 821 ox

rirsod A

(F)==gperson—with ~responsibility for assessing,

822, Health and Safety Code; or

enacting, or enforcing public health, environméntal, radiation, or

—

safety measures for the state or~a*county or municipality while the

e

person is performing.a“duty or ‘exercising authority imposed or

granted unde.-r/ﬁl:? Agriculture Code, Health and Safety Code,

: L . .
Occupations Code, 0r WateY COGE . pmumunum s s sor = ans 2508 W SIS T~
— AL

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only
to an offenge committed on or after the effectiVe date of fhis Act.
An offense committed before the .effective date of this Act is
covered by the law in effect when the offense was committed, and the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For purpdSes of
this section,. an offense was committed before the effective date of
this Act if ény.element of the offense was committed before that
date.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2007.

80R15523 ABC-D - 2
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.,,-VFLOOR AMENDMENT NO. __[_ S ,:.,_:'.’BY-; ’ _ .. : U ,

N Amend Cc.S. H B. 2703 by strlklng page 2, llnes 5 through 10

-'and substltutlng the followrng . w )70% /(( Vﬁ{ﬂ{
C%" (7) a-person)who. T U o » 4 }"p’
; ,{;(‘,(V (A) has respon81b111ty for assessrng, enacti'nq,"'e.‘g_:

L SEET R S

f.:';"'o-r'enf’:orc:ing-publlc health, env1ronmental radlatlon, or safety %

,“'6"?‘ measures for the state or a county or mun1c1pa11ty,
I I v (B) 1S 1nvest1gat1ng a part1Cular s:Lte as part of
» 3 . { N. ' W V - . . . - f
8 the person s responSJ.bllltles under Paragraph (A) P

-9 ;",.'-_ | : (C) is actlng in accordance w1th pOllCleS and

10-‘ 'procedures related to the safety and securlty of the site descrlbed

_.'llll-:by Paragraph (B), and S IR

12§ . » : (D) is performlng a duty or exerc1smnq authorlty' '

l'

- 13 ---imposed oY ' granted under the Agrlculture Code, Health and Safety

' v 14'1 Co_de, Occupatrons__-Code, or Water Code.‘/

~ 8OR17970-ABC-F s 1
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SECOND READING
ENGROSSMENT

By: Woolley, et al. H.B. No. 2703

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to interference with the duties of a public health
professional; providing a criminal penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, is amended to read
as follows:

(a) A person commits an offense if the person with criminal
negligence interrupts, disrupts, impedes, or otherwise interferes
with: |

(1) a peace officer while the peace officer is
performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted by
law; .

(2) a person who is employed to provide emergency
medical services including the transportation of ill or injured
persons while the person is performing that duty;

| (3) a fire fighter, while the fire fighter is fighting
a fire or investigating the cause of a fire;

(4) -an animal wunder the supervision of a peace
officer, corrections officer, or jailer, if the person knows the
animal is being used for law enforcement, corrections, prison or
jail security, or investigative purposes;

(5) the transmission of a communication over a
citizen's band radio channel, the pufpose of which communication is

to inform or inquire about an emergency; [e¥]
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H.B. No. 2703

(6) an officer with responsibility for animal control

in a county ox municipality; while the officer is performing a duty

or exercising authority imposed or granted under Chapter 821 or
822, Health and Safety Code; or

(7) a person who:

(A) has responsibility for assessing, enacting,

or enforcing public health, environmental, radiation, or safety

measures for the state or a county or municipality;

(B) 1is investigating a particular site as part of

the person's responsibilities under Paragraph (A);

(C) 1s acting in accordance with policies and

procedures related to the safety and security of the site described

by Paragraph (B); and

(D) 1is performing a duty or exercising authority

imposed or granted under the Agriculture Code, Health and Safety

Code, Occupations Code, or Water Code.

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only
to an offense committed on or after the effective date of this Act.
An offense committed before the effective: date of this Act is
covered by the law in effect when the offense was committed, and the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of
this section, an offense was committed before the effective date of
this Act if any element of the offense was committed before that
date.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2007.



O O ~N o U b W N P

NONONORNN R R R R R Bl s
N N = It R R T - S N =)

HOUSE
ENGROSSMENT

By: Woolley, et al. H.B. No. 2703

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to interference with the duties of a public health
professional; providing a criminal penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, is amended to read
as follows: . '

(a) A person commits an offense if the person with criminal
negligence interrupts, disrupts, impedes, or otherwise interferes
with:

(1) a peace officer while the peace officer is
performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted by
law;

(2) a person who is emploYed to provide emergency
medical services including the transportation of ill or injured
persons while the person is performing that duty;

(3) .a fire fighter, while the fire fighter is fighting
a fire or investigating the cause of a fire;

(4) én animal under the supervision of a peace
officer, corrections officer, or jailer, if the person knows the
animal is being used for law enforcement, corrections, prison or
jail security, or investigative purposes;

(5) the transmission of a communication over a
citizen's band radio channel, the purpose of which communication is

to inform or inquire about an emergency; [e¥]
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H.B. No. 2703

(6) an officer with responsibility for animal control

in a county or municipality, while the officer is performing a duty

or exercising authority imposed or granted under Chapter 821 or
822, Health and Safety Code; or

(7) - a person who:

({A) has responsibility for assessing, enacting,

or enforcing public health, environmental, radiation, or safety

measures for the state or a county or municipality;

(B) is investigating a particular site as part of

the person's responsibilities undexr Paragraph (A);

(C) is acting in accordance with policies and

procedures related to the safety and security of the site described

by Paragraph (B); and

(D) 1is performing a duty or exercising authority

imposed or granted under the Agriculture Code, Health and Safety

Code, Occupations Code, or Water Code.

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only
to an offense committed on or after the effective date of this Act.
An offense committed before the effective date of this Act is
covered by the'law in effect when the offense was committed, and the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of
this section, an offense was committed before the effective date of
this Act if any element of the offense was committed before that
date.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2007.



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas .

FISCAL NOTE, 80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 20,2007

TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interfering with the duties of a public health professional,
providing a criminal penalty. ), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, by adding to the list of actions that constitute an
offense of obstructing governmental operation the act of interfering with a state, county, or
municipal public health official while that person is performing their duties.

The bill would apply only to an offense committed on or after the effective date of the bill, which
would be September 1, 2007.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, ES, DB

1of1



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas .

FISCAL NOTE, 80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 15,2007
TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interference with the duties of a public health professmnal
prov1dmg a criminal penalty.), As Introduced

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, by adding to the list of actions that constitute an
offense of obstructing govemmental operation the act of interfering with a county or municipal pubhc
health official while that person is performing their duties.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, ES, DB
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LEGISLATIVE B'UDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas -

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT_
. 80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 22, 2007
TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John. S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interfering with the duties of a public health professional;
providing a criminal penalty. ), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

No significant impact on the programs and workload of state corrections agencies or on the demand
for resources and services of those agencies is anticipated from any provisions of this bill that
‘authorize or require a change in the sanctions applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, GG

1 o,fli



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas .

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT
80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 12, i007
TO: Honorable Aaron i’ena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interference with the duties of a public health professional;
providing a criminal penalty.), As Introduced

No significant impact on the programs and workload of state corrections agencies or on the demand
for resources and services of those agencies is anticipated from any provisions of this bill that
authorize or require a change in the sanctions applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes.

Source 'Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, GG

141
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By: Woolley, et al. (Senate Sponsor - Gallegos) H.B. No. 2703

(In the Senate - Received from the House May 7, 2007;
May 8, 2007, read first time and referred to Committee on Criminal
Justice; May 18, 2007, reported favorably by the following vote:
Yeas 5, Nays 0; May 18, 2007, sent to printer.)

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to interference with the duties of a public health
professional; providing a criminal penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, is amended to read
as follows:

(a) A person commits an offense if the person with criminal
negligence interrupts, disrupts, impedes, or otherwise interferes
with:

(1) a peace officer while the peace officer is
performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted by
law;

(2) a person who is employed to provide emergency
medical services including the transportation of ill or injured
persons while the person is performing that duty;

(3) a fire fighter, while the fire fighter is fighting
a fire or investigating the cause of a fire;

(4) an animal under the supervision of a peace
officer, corrections officer, or jailer, if the person knows the
animal is being used for law enforcement, corrections, prison or
jail security, or investigative purposes;

(5) the transmission of a communication over a
citizen's band radio channel, the purpose of which communication is
to inform or inqguire about an emergency; [e¥]

(6) an officer with responsibility for animal control
in a county or municipality, while the officer is performing a duty
or exercising authority imposed or granted under Chapter 821 or
822, Health and Safety Code; or

(7) a person who:

(A) has responsibility for assessing, enacting,
or enforcing public health, environmental, radiation, or safety

measures for the state or a county or municipality;

(B) 1s investigating a particular site as part of
the person's responsibilities under Paragraph (A);

(C) 1s acting 1in accordance with policies and
procedures related to the safety and security of the site described

by Paragraph (B); and

(D) is performing a duty or exercising authority
imposed or granted under the Agriculture Code, Health and Safety
Code, Occupations Code, or Water Code.

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only
to an offense committed on or after the effective date of this Act.
An offense committed before the effective date of this Act is
covered by the law in effect when the offense was committed, and the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of
this section, an offense was committed before the effective date of
this Act if any element of the offense was committed before that
date.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2007.
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BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center H.B. 2703
: ' By: Woolley, Ortiz, Jr. (Gallegos)

" Criminal Justice
5/17/2007

Engrossed

4

AUTHOR'S / SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT

State and local public health officials carry out a variety of public duties required and authorized
by state law. These duties involve entering private businesses, homes, and property in order to
conduct inspections and assessments, respond to citizen complaints, issue penalties, carry out
disease control, and abate nuisances. These professionals sometimes face hostile and dangerous
situations when performing their duties, yet current law does not provide any sort of prohibition
on interfering with these officials.

H.B. 2703 provides legal recourse in situations where citizens interfere with the duties of certain
state and local officials by making such interference an offense of law.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer,
institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, to provide that a person commits an
offense if the person, with criminal negligence, interrupts, disrupts, impedes, or otherwise
interferes with the duties or authority of a person who 1s investigating a particular site in a certain
manner and who is assessing, enacting, or enforcing public health, environmental, radiation, or
safety measures under the authority or requirements of the Agriculture Code, the Health and
Safety Code, the Occupations Code, or the Water Code. Makes a nonsubstantive change.

SECTION 2. Makes application of this Act prospective.

SECTION 3. Effective date: September 1, 2007.

SRC-AAM H.B. 2703 80(R) Page 1 of 1



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
May 16, 2007
TO: Honorfa.ble John Whitmire, Chair, Senate Committee on Criminal Justice
FROM: 'Jol;n S. O'Brien, Directqr, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interference with the dutles ofa publlc health professional;
providing a criminal penalty.), As Engrossed

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, by adding to the list of actions that constitute an
offense of obstructing governmental operation the act of interfering with a state, county, or
municipal public health official while that person is performing their duties.

The bill would apply only to an offense committed on or after the effective date of the bill, which
would be September 1, 2007.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, ES, DB
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LEGISLATIVE BﬁDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas .

FISCAL NOTE, 80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 20, 2007
TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interfering with the duties of a public health professional;
providing a criminal penalty. ), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, by adding to the list of actions that constitute an
offense of obstructing governmental operation the act of interfering with a state, county, or
municipal public health official while that person is performing their duties.

The bill would apply only to an offense committed on or after the effective date of the bill, which
would be September 1, 2007.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, ES, DB
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- LEGISLATIVE B’ﬁDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas .

FISCAL NOTE, 80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 15, 2007
TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Chair-, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interference with the duties of a public health professional;
providing a criminal penalty.), As Introduced

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, by adding to the list of actions that constitute an
offense of obstructing governmental operation the act of interfering with a county or municipal public
health official while that person is performing their duties.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, ES, DB
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT

80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

May 16, 2007
TO: Honorable John Whitmire, Chair, Senate Committee on Criminal Justice
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interference with the duties of a public health professional;
providing a criminal penalty.), As Engrossed

No significant impact on the programs and workload of state corrections agencies or on the demand
for resources and services of those agencies is anticipated from any provisions of this bill that
authorize or require a change in the sanctions applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, GG
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas .

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENTQ
80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 22, 2007
TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
FROM: John S. O'Bﬁen, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interfering with the duties of a public health professional;
providing a criminal penalty. ), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

No significant impact on the programs and workload of state corrections agencies or on the demand
for resources and services of those agencies is anticipated from any provisions of this bill that
authorize or require a change in the sanctions applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, GG
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas -

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT,
80TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 12, 2007
TO: Honorable Aaron Pena, Chair, House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence.
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB2703 by Woolley (Relating to interference with the duties of a public health professional;
providing a criminal penalty.), As Introduced

No significant impact on the programs and workload of state corrections agencies or on the demand
for resources and services of those agencies is anticipated from any provisions of this bill that
authorize or require a change in the sanctions applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes.

Source Agencies:
LBB Staff: JOB, GG
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REQUEST FOR LOCAL & UNCONTESTED. CALENDAR
PLACEMENT

SENATOR KIM BRIMER, CHAIRMAN
SENATE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that | Hey 2763 , by G\ ea0s ,
. (Bill No.) (Author/Spansor)

was heard by the Committee on Criinal — Jushice on N\(\\{ \1

2007, | |

and reported out with the recommendation that it be placed on the Local and Uncontested Calendar.

Ddalsf—

' (Clerk of the repgrting committee)

IMPORTANT: TWO COPIES OF THIS FORM MUST BE ATTACHED TO A COMMITTEE PRINTED
VERSION OF THE BILLORRESOLUTION AND SHOULD BEDELIVERED TO THE ADMINISTRATION
COMMITTEE OFFICE, E1.714. DEADLINES FOR SUBMITTING BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS WILL BE

ANNOUNCED ON A REGULAR BASIS.

Paper clip the original to the bill; retain pink copy for committee files; deliver yellow copy to bill author/sponsor.
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ENROLLMENT

H.B. No. 2703

AN ACT

relating to interference with the duties of a public health
professional; providing a criminal penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE' OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 38.15(a), Penal Code, is amended to read
as follows: .

(a) A person commits an offense if the person with criminal
negligence interrupts, disrupts, impedes, or otherwise interferes
with:

(1) a peace officer while the peace officer is
performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted by
law;

(2) a person who is employed to provide emergency
medical services including the transportation of ill or injured
persons while the person is performing that duty;

(3) a fire fighter, while the fire fighter is fighting
a fire or investigating the cause of a fire;

(4) an animal under the supervision of a peace
officer, corrections officer, or jailer, if the person knows the
animal is being used for law enforcement, corrections, prison or
jail security, or investigative purposes;

(5) the transmission of a communication over a
citizen's band radio channel, the purpose of which communication is

to inform or inquire about an emergency; [e¥]
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H.B. No. 2703

(6) an officer with responsibility for animal control

in a county or municipality, while the officer is performing a duty

or exercising authority imposed or granted under Chapter 821 or
822, Health and Safety Code; or

(7) a person who:

(A) has responsibility for assessing, enacting,

or enforcing public health, environmental, radiation, or safety

measures for the state or a county or municipality;

(B) 1is investigating a particular site as part of

the person's responsibilities under Paragraph (A);

(C) 1is acting in accordance with policies and

procedures related to the safety and security of the site described

by Paragraph (B); and

(D) is performing a duty or exercising authority

imposed or granted under the Agriculture Code, Health and Safety

Code, Occupations Code, or Water Code.

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only
to an offense committéd on or after the effective date of this Act.
An offense committed before the effective date of this Act 1is
covered by the law in effect when the offense was committed, and the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of
this section, an offense was committed before the effective date of
this Act if any element of the offense was committed before that
date.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2007.



H.B. No. 2703

President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.B. No. 2703 was passed by the House on May 4,
2007, by the following vote: Yeas 144, Nays 0, 1 present, not

voting.

Chief Clerk of the House

I certify that H.B. No. 2703 was passed by the Senate on May

23, 2007, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays O.

Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED:

Date

Governor



President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.B. No.)J]D€>was passed by the House
: (1)

on ‘ ‘yqﬂwb”\ Lf , 2007, by the following vote:

(2)] |

Yeas {%l , Nays O , [ 60"65%. k('b}‘- db'{qtﬂj
(3 ‘ (4

Chief Clerk of the House

I certify that H.B. No. d h93 was passed by the Senate

(
on ' VNWOV®}' P, , 2007, by the following vote:
(5)
Yeas O \ , Nays O

(6) | (7)

Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED:

Date

Governorx
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